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ES: 0.77 (0.64-0.90)



Storebø et al., Cochrane Database Syst Rev, 2015



“The low quality of the underpinning 
evidence means that we cannot be 

certain of the magnitude of the effects” 

Storebø et al., Cochrane Database Syst Rev, 2015

“If methylphenidate treatment is considered, 
clinicians might need to use it for short periods, 

with careful monitoring of both benefits and 
harms, and cease its use if no evidence of clear 

improvement of symptoms is noted, or if 
harmful effects appear” 
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Appraisal of study quality
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a) Downgraded two 
levels due to high 
risk of bias 

b) Downgraded one 
level due to 
inconsistency: 
moderate statistical 
heterogeneity





“We wanted to explore the influence of industry-funded versus 
publicly-funded sources.. No between-group differences were found” 

Punja et al., Cochrane Database Syst Rev, 2015



179 trials: HIGH RISK
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Storebø et al., Cochrane Database Syst Rev, 2015



a) Downgraded two 
levels due to high 
risk of bias 

b) Downgraded one 
level due to 
inconsistency: 
moderate statistical 
heterogeneity
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Smoothed methylphenidate spending (net ingredient cost per 
child) 2011 

Rowlingson et al., BMJOpen, 2013
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793,749



Raman et al., Psychiatric Services 2015
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